
F
E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 2

0
1

7
 

Feb. 2017 | Monthly Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—Reno, Nevada 

Shepherd’s Voice 

Photo courtesy of Lori Bigham 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May your 
worship today inspire and empower 
you for Christian discipleship this 
week.  We ask that you provide your 
name, address and phone number in 
the blue Friendship Register at the 
end of the rows.  We promise not to 
pester you. 
 
Child care is available in the nurse-
ry from 8:45am–12:30pm; however 
we welcome and encourage our little 
people to join us for worship!  Please 
reserve the rear seats for parents 
with small children and for latecom-
ers. Activity bags for kids are also 
available in the hallway. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the Sound 
Booth. 
 
Whether you are here for the first 
time today, or have been here for 
ages, we want to help you navigate 
the information maze here at our 
church.   
 

 
Information Tables in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regular 
inspiration, updates, and connection 
throughout the week!   

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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Cover Story 
 
 

Kathi and Brent Hoy-Bianchi are representing the Make a Dif-
ference Team at the Good Shepherd Ministry Fair on January 
22, where they are sharing information about AMMPARO.  
From the ELCA website, AMMPARO is a holistic, whole 
church commitment by the ELCA, as a church in the world, to 
accompany children today and in the future.  For more infor-
mation on AMMPARO and Good Shepherd’s involvement, 
contact Kathi Hoy-Bianchi, Make a Difference Team leader, at 
reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

Features 

 

A Message from Pr. Erik Allen 

 

Gathering the Pieces—Our Proposed Ministry Plan Budget 
for 2017 
 

 
 
 

Departments 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

Faith Formation 

 

Governing Board Update 

To My Valentines A Hug 
 

A hug makes a wonderful gift 
because one size fits all 

whether big or old or small. 
It has a style that does not change 

And it’s easy to exchange. 
 

~ Elizabeth Lenz 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com
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 A Message from Pr. J. Erik Allen 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday Fun! 
 
 

If you haven’t already heard, at the end of this month on February 

28, we will be having a Shrove Tuesday celebration to mark the 

end of the season of Epiphany.  Known by some as Mardi Gras 

(“Fat Tuesday” in French), it has been seen for hundreds of years 

as the last day to laissez les bons temps rouler, (“let the good times 

roll”) before the beginning of Lent.  Those who grew up in predomi-

nantly Roman Catholic areas know how wild and lavish these celebrations can get.  Down in New      

Orleans, the festivities run for the entire season of Epiphany.  While in other cities along the Gulf Coast, 

Mardi Gras is observed as a three day long party beginning on Transfiguration Sunday.   

 

In Protestant circles the focus has been less on celebrating and more on the somber work of preparing 

for Lent.  Indeed, the name “shrove” comes from the Old English word “shrive” meaning absolve.  In the 

days leading up to Lent an individual would see their pastor or priest for self-examination and confes-

sion.  The purpose of eating pancakes was a practical one—to use up all the rich foods before fasting 

from them in Lent.   

 

Regardless of the focus, both approaches lead into the season of Lent.  They push us toward Ash 

Wednesday and a time of wandering and acknowledging that we are easily lost in this world if left to our 

own devices.  Even as some of the dominant religious voices in our country try to encourage spiritual 

success or proclaim a pious elitism, we find ourselves confronted with the reality of our own vulnerability 

and shortcomings.  We acknowledge that we cannot go it alone.  We cannot find our own way.  And yet, 

our hope is realized in knowing we have a God that enters the Wilderness, finds us and leads us home. 

   

When we gather on the 28
th
, we will both celebrate and prepare.  There will be lots of fun, food and   

fellowship (and a little competition between the staff to boot!).  The good times will roll and there will be 

an abundance of pancakes to go around!  But most important of all is the reality that our spirits will be 

livened together in community so that as we journey into the Wilderness of Lent we will remain confident 

in our Lord’s guidance on the road ahead.   

 

Hope to see you on February 28! 

 
Grace and Peace,  
Pr. Erik   

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laissez_les_bons_temps_rouler
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By Deanna Gaunt 
Director of Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services unless noted 
7:30am Worship for earlybirds      9am Contemporary/ Family worship with band   11am Traditional liturgical with choir 

 
January 29:  Reconciling in Christ Sunday    

We celebrate that Good Shepherd advocates and welcomes the inclusion, and equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender (LGBT) Lutherans in all aspects of the life of this Church and community.  Wear your rainbow colors to worship! 

    
February 28  SHROVE TUESDAY! Pancake Feast!  

 

This is an opportunity to have some silly fun together as a congregation before we enter into the 
solemn observance of Lent. The church staff will prepare and serve pancakes with all the toppings 
and engage in a friendly competition for a “best spatula” award. Come for an evening of food, fun, 
fellowship, and vote for your favorite pancakes. If you wish, wear your favorite “Mardi Gras” hats, 
shirts, beads, etc.  We will also have a family friendly “goodbye” to the “Alleluia” (a celebratory 
church word we don’t use during the season of Lent).  

  

You may come to eat anytime between 5:30 and 7:00 p.m.  There will be a freewill offering to help defray the cost of the 
food. Come one and all for one last hurrah and alleluia before the start of Lent! If you are attending the dinner, please sign 
up at the Welcoming Space table or email the church office to help us plan how many to prepare for. 

  
March 1:  Lent begins  

 

7am & 12:15pm | Brief Order of Confession + Imposition of Ashes  
7pm | Ash Wednesday Worship with Confession + Imposition of Ashes + Holy Communion 
We begin Lent in community knowing that in our Lenten journey, we never walk alone.    
Join us at 7pm for the Lenten worship service and imposition of ashes 

   
"Free Indeed"  Daily Lenten Devotion Booklets available Beginning February 19  

 

Martin Luther wrote his Small Catechism for the home, so that parents could explain the most important 
things in the Christian faith to their children.  He prepared brief explanations of the Ten Commandments, 
the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the sacraments of baptism and communion, which were gath-
ering together with other material related to Christian practices in the home and published in 1529.  These 
basic questions and answers about the Christian faith continue to inspire and guide individuals and the 
church almost 500 years later.   

 

Free Indeed brings Luther's Small Catechism into your home or devotion time during this year of observing 
500 years of reformation.  Each day features a reading from the catechism, accompanied by an evocative 
image, a quotation to ponder, a reflection, and a prayer.  The writers bring their unique voices and wisdom 
to reflect on Luther's teachings on the basics of Christian faith and practice. 

 

May this Lenten journey through Luther's Small Catechism strengthen your faith as you move toward the Easter feast.  Be-
cause Jesus' life, death, and resurrection set us free to love and serve our neighbor, we are free indeed! 

 
Support Fair Trade & Valentine's Day all at Once!   February 5 and 12  

 

This year Good Shepherd is selling Fair Trade chocolates from Divine Chocolate.  Divine Chocolate 
is co-owned by the 85,000 farmer members of Kuapa Kokoo, the cooperative in Ghana that supplies 
the cocoa for each bar of Divine. As owners, they get a share in the profits, a say in the company, 
and a voice in the global marketplace. 

 

We have purchased a large selection of Chocolates bars ranging in price from $2-4.  We are selling 
them to you at our cost to purchase them and do not anticipate a "profit."  Thank you for supporting Divine Chocolate’s efforts 
to make the world a place where chocolate is cherished by everyone, including the family farmers who grow the cocoa! 

  
Souper Bowl of Giving Supports Local Food Bank February 5  

 

On Sunday, February 5, we’ll cheer for the winning football team during the Super Bowl and "Souper Bowl of 
Caring."  “Vote” for your winning football team by placing loose change and dollar bills in the team soup pot 
of your choice in the Welcoming Space after worship services.  There is also a pot for those of you who don't 
want either team to win! All money collected this year will be donated to a local food bank.  Please help sup-
port the important work of feeding hungry people in the Truckee Meadows!  GO, TEAM SHEPHERD!  
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Rebekah Circle  
Wed., February 8, 1pm—Ministry Center 

For more information, contact Barbara Reese at (775) 677-
4030 or bkreese@outlook.com. 

 

OWLS Dinner 
Wednesday, February 15, 5pm 

at Mimi’s, 5090 Kietzke 
For more information, contact Linda Fearnley at 203-767-
8717 or lfearnley209@gmail.com. 

 
Women’s Coffee Club 

Friday, February 17, 9:15am 
Walden’s Coffeehouse has recently opened a second loca-
tion at the site of the former Dandelion Deli & Café in Mid-
town. The Women’s Coffee Club will be meeting at Wal-
den’s Coffeehouse (1170 S. Wells Ave.) on Friday, Febru-
ary 17 at 9:15am.  Come try out this old favorite in its new 
location! 
 

Sacramental Retreat! 
Saturday, February 25, 8:30-4pm 

As we prepare for Lent, we celebrate and share the wonder-
ful gifts of the sacraments.  A retreat focused on Baptism 
and Eucharist will take place in conjunction with Journey 
With Christ on Saturday February 25th.  Come share stories 
and participate in discussion about how the sacraments 
bring us into closer communion with Christ.  Open to the 
entire congregation; all journeyers and sponsors should 
attend. Watch for more details to come in the coming 
weeks. For more information contact Adam Welmerink at 
awelmerink@gmail.com or 622-1874. 

10 Actions in 100 Days: Postcard Writing Event 
Monday, January 30, 5:30-7:30pm 

Members and friends of Good Shepherd turned out in force 
for the Reno Women's March, standing up to support wom-
en's rights, LGBTQIA rights, worker's rights, civil rights, immi-
grant rights, religious freedom, environmental justice, and an 
end to gender based violence. Now is the time to keep that 
energy alive! The Women's March association is sponsoring 
10 Actions in 100 Days to show officials that we will stand up 
for justice. Join the Make a Difference team for our first ac-
tion at the pastor's house on Monday, January 30th, between 
5:30-7:30pm to write postcards to representatives on one or 
more of these important issues. All supplies will be provided. 
Children and adults are welcome. Please bring a snack to 
share and RSVP by Monday afternoon to Pastor Amy at   
pramy@goodshepherdreno.org or 750-6832. 

 

Movie Group—”Fences” 
Tues., Jan. 31, 11:20am, Park Lane Theater 

The Movie Group will see “Fences” at the Park Lane Theater 
this Tuesday.  Gather at 11:20; the movie starts at 11:40am.  
Please plan on meeting at Black Bear Diner across the street 
for a very late lunch, early dinner, or just a light snack.  Ques-
tions?  Call Linda Robb at 825-0395 or email her at        
lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net.   

 
Gathering of Gal-lalujahs for Galentines 

Thursday, February 2, 6pm in Shepherd Hall 
You’ve heard of the A-Men? We’ve formed a group for wom-
en. Meetings are the first Thursday of every month.  In honor 
of our Gal-Friends (every Good Shepherd attendee is wel-
come) we are celebrating Galentine’s at 6pm on Thursday, 
February 2 in Shepherd Hall. The focus is on the amazing 
women you have around you—to nurture the friendships 
and relationship we share with Christ. It’s a potluck! Anything 
from waffles to wine to decorations for the theme.   Questions 
or to RSVP: please call Emelie Williams (324-4778) or Barb 
Kinnune (770-2132). 

 
Screening of “Invisible Girl” 

Thurs., Feb. 2, 6-8pm, Little Flower Church 
The Make a Difference Team invites everyone to join them in 
attending a screening of "Invisible Girl" and discussion panel 
on Homeless Youth, taking place at Little Flower 
Church Thursday, Feb. 2, 6-8pm. For more information con-
tact Kathi Hoy-Bianchi at reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com 
or 384-6863. 
 

Hearts & Hands Quilters 
Mon., Feb.  6 and 20, 9:30-1pm, Shepherd Hall 

Please note the new starting time! 
For more information, contact Sue Landrith at (775) 425-
1751 or landlsjj@charter.net. 

 
 

Calling All Quilts 

 

The Hearts and Hands quilters are 
planning a weekend quilt show, open 
to the public during ArTown in July. We 
are hoping some of our congregation 
have old family quilts or newer special 

quilts that you would loan for display for this event. 
 
We are planning this celebration for the70th anniversary 
of Good Shepherd, the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation, and the 20th anniversary of the Hearts and Hands 
Quilters sending quilts to Lutheran World Relief! Lots to 
celebrate. We also want to invite the community to see 
what we are doing on the corner of Arlington and Califor-
nia Avenues! 
 
We will need a photo of your quilts and measurements 
and a description of its history. You can email Judi Hein at 
judihein@gmail.com or call at 750-2347 and she will help 
you with the details and answer questions. 

mailto:bkreese@outlook.com
mailto:lfearnley209@gmail.com
mailto:awelmerink@gmail.com
mailto:pramy@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net
mailto:reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com
mailto:landlsjj@charter.net
mailto:judihein@gmail.com
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Kids’ Community: 
 

Save the Date(s) coming up: 
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party – Feb. 28. See info on 

page 6  

 Wednesdays in Lent (beginning March 1st), there will 

be interactive moments for children during Lenten wor-
ship gatherings. All are invited. 

 All ages, mark down Sunday evening, April 23rd, 5pm-

6:30pm––It’s our next Baptismal Journey gathering, 
for children/parents/and sponsors. And, all that are 
interested in celebrations around baptism!  

 

Feb. 10th is our next  
Kids’ Community PJ Party! 

Your child (and friends) are invited to join us once again!  
You are (then) free to a date night, run errands, take a 
nap, whatever you'd like!!        Our February gathering is 
around themes of love and service. There will be food, 
games, songs, crafts, card-making for those in our local 
hospitals, and lots of fun.  It begins at 5:00 and goes til 
about 9:00 (or whenever your young one needs to leave 
and go to bed). This is a very friendly event, open to 
kiddos of any background, so ALL friends are invited. But, 
we do need RSVPs for games, crafts, and food.  Please 
RSVP online, at the Children/Family page, or sign up at 
the church office by Wednesday, Feb. 8.  And, spread the 
word that friends are welcome. Connect with another fami-
ly and let us hang out with the kids while you all go do 
something. 

Kids’ Community and Youth Groups! 

By Shaun O’Reilly 
Director of Faith Formation 

Invitation to Adult  
Bible Classes 

 

Tuesdays | Noon  
Join this Bible class led by the upcom-
ing Sunday’s preaching pastor at noon 
on Tuesdays in the Ministry Center.  
Feel free to bring your lunch.  The cof-
fee’s on us.   

 
Thursdays | 3pm  
Here is another opportunity to study 
God’s Word with this self-led group.  
Join us on Thursdays at 3pm in the 
Ministry Center.  All are welcome!   

 
 
Throughout February,  Pr. Amy Allen will continue leading this 10am adult group 
through an interesting, 7-week ELCA study: 
 
Faith, Sexism, Justice: Conversations Toward a Social Statement 
The ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice: One in Christ invites you to join a 
growing conversation and to add your input. After receiving feedback from more 
than 100 Listening Events and hearing from several dozen specialists, the task 
force has written the study “Faith, Sexism, Justice: Conversations Toward a Social 
Statement” as a way to invite broad engagement with the questions and issues. 
 
Make plans to join this important group conversation on Sundays at 10am in Janu-
ary and February. (Group meets downstairs in Luther Hall).   

 

Confirmation: 
Our Winter Parent Night is coming up: Wednesday, February 
8th, 6pm-7:30pm.  Pastors Amy and Erik will be there, and 
there’s dinner! Let’s talk about this semester and growing in 
Christ together!  Please RSVP to Shaun for food plans.  

 

All Youth: 
Super Bowl Party / Game night! 

Sunday, February 5th, 3:30pm-7:30pm 

 

Youth Group dinner: 
Sunday, February 19th, 4pm-6pm.  

 
High School Retreat to Mt. Cross / Santa Cruz  

February 24—26 
Time to go and gather with students from across our synod 
(northern CA and northern NV) at Mt. Cross February 24th—

26th (Friday to Sunday).  Brooke Meredith and Nathan Hickox-
Young have been part of the planning, and this retreat will be 
great! It’s also a time to go and “run” for office if YOU would 
like to be part of the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth Committee. 
The price rises for this retreat on January 31st. So, let’s 
decide if you’re going and let’s get the registrations in by 
Sunday, January 29th.  The cost of the retreat is $120 (the 
youth fund is helping you out to make it this price) for the 
weekend. There are scholarships available too. Don't let mon-
ey keep you from it, just contact Shaun.  This is worth it!  

For more information about Faith Formation, contact Shaun O’Reilly at 
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. 

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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Welcoming Our Journeyers 
 

“Welcome one another, therefore,  
as Christ has welcomed you” Romans 15:7  

 
On January 15th, those who have chosen to continue their 
Journey With Christ participated in the Rite of Welcome.  This 
is the first of four public rites the journeyers will experience in 
front of the congregation on their road to affirmation of bap-
tism at the Easter Vigil.  It is their public proclamation that they 
wish to continue their journey of faith and become more inti-
mately involved with our congregation.  As a community, we 
welcome them and pledge our support and prayers for them 
as they continue this process.   
 
The Rite of Welcome (also known as the Rite of Acceptance) 
is rich with symbolism.  First, we literally opened the door to 
the journeyers as they entered the sanctuary.  Though we 
know many of these people already, it is a symbolic welcom-
ing into the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd communi-
ty.  The inquirers were joined by their sponsors, fellow mem-
bers who have pledged to support and guide the journeyers 
through their faith exploration and walk with them through the 
rites.  Though the sponsors become intimately involved in the 
Journey With Christ process, we all take on the responsibility 
of supporting and nurturing the faith of these journeyers as 
they continue their walk of faith. 
 
As we enter the coming season of Lent, our journeyers will 
become more visible during the services, with public rites and 
gifts given from the congregation.  This will give us all a 
chance to offer our support for our journeyers.  Please extend 
a welcome to all of the participants and keep them in your 
prayers. 
 
Come.  Help us welcome our journeyers into the fold.  All are 
welcome! 
 
Please pray for our 2017 Journeyers: 

Sandi Dean  Chris Nielson 
Tim Dean  Priscilla Nielson  
Claire Hettinger  Val Phillips  
Barbara Kinnune 

 
Journey With Christ Leadership Team: 

 Teri Estes, terischiro@gmail.com  
 Dolly Keller,  elizabethdollyk@gmail.com 
 Adam Welmerink, awelmerink@gmail.com 

By Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer 
 
As I'm writing this, the church staff is putting together the 
2017 budget for review and approval of the Governing 
Board at its January 18 meeting.  The next step will be for 
the congregation to vote to accept or reject the budget at the 
February 5 congregational meeting.  In the interim, the staff 
and the Governing Board will brief the Leadership Team 
composed of the various ministry leaders on the budget and 
give them an opportunity to raise their own questions about 
the budget's direction and impact.  This is a practice the 
Governing Board has followed for the past few years and  
provides feedback in anticipating the congregation's con-
cerns.   
 
Even without the specifics in hand yet, this year's budget will 
be a challenge.  There's no getting around the fact that we 
have taken on a greater financial burden than we had fore-
seen when we initially estimated the cost of new pastoral 
leadership in 2014.  What we could not anticipate was the 
abundance of God's grace in leading us to call two pastors 
at a time when our church's needs are growing.  In a way, 
God's blessing is that we got more than we wished!     
 
I saw the movie "Silence" this past week.  It is a typical Mar-
tin Scorsese movie, a thought provoking and disturbing sto-
ry of a Portuguese Catholic missionary's struggle to find 
God in a cruel world, in this case during the Japanese 
"Inquisition" that targeted that country's relatively small 
Christian community in the 16th Century.  The Japanese 
Inquisition was , like its European counterpart,  driven by a 
state-sponsored religion (and probably a good amount of 
hate of foreign ideas)  and employed all sorts of brutality, 
torture and death rid the country of alien ideas.   
 
The remarkable aspect of this story is what happened 300 
years later.  When Japan was "opened" by our own Admiral 
Perry in the 1850s, three centuries after the Japanese au-
thorities assumed Christianity was dead in their country, the 
Americans  were surprised to find small bands of Christians.  
Who were  these people?  They were the descendants of 
those who survived the Inquisition.  For centuries they had 
kept alive their faith, secretly practicing their religion in their 
homes.  Despite the overwhelming odds, Christ's message 
endured among a people who, like  the early Mediterranean 
Christians, heard God's word and were willing to sacrifice all 
they had  in the assurance of salvation.  

We ask for your prayers for the following members: 
 

 Our 2016-17 College Students 

 Our members struggling with health issues:  Al Fisher, Jeanette Jones, Sharon Hickox, Don 

Myrabo, Mary Hettinger, Peggy Von Bargen, Shirley Ericson, Alyssa O’Hair, and Jessie Wallace.  

 Our homebound members:  Nancy Boxill, Terry Journey, Marilyn McHugh, Gene Montrose, 

Margaret Smith, and  Betty Storm 

 Our members in hospice:  Lois Larsen 

mailto:terischiro@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethdollyk@gmail.com
mailto:awelmerink@gmail.com
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 As of January 18, we have received 110 Estimates of Giving for 2017 totaling $345,544.00 for our      

General Fund. 

 If you have not submitted an Estimate of Giving for 2017, there are forms available on the Welcoming 

Space table and you can place it in the offering or send it to Good Shepherd.  

The Governing Board appreciates the generous giving that supports the work of our congregation.  Our staff 
and team leaders have submitted their plans for ministry in 2017, and we present a "Cautiously Optimistic"  
balanced budget for the congregation’s approval February 5 at the 10am Congregational Meeting.   
 
In anticipation of the upcoming congregational meeting, the following information has been compiled to help 
you understand our ministry plan for the upcoming year. This plan represents a summary of the proposed 
budget as it has been presented by the Governing Board. Complete budgets are available on the Welcoming 
Space table or in the church office but for the sake of time, will NOT be reviewed line by line during the con-
gregational meeting. If you have specific questions regarding the ministries listed in this summary or particu-
lar line items of the complete budget, please direct them to the Governing Board, Pr. Erik, Pr. Amy, or     
Deanna in advance of the meeting. 

 
MONEY COMING IN – Offerings and other monies                                  
  

Offerings:  Each week, members and friends of GS place in the offering plate (or the mail or online) a sign of 
faith in God and support of our ministries.  Some of you have filled out an Estimate of Giving--meaning you 
have written down a financial commitment which you intend to keep in 2017.  Some of you contribute regular-
ly but do not fill out this kind of estimate.  Finally, some of you place cash in the offering plate with no ties to 
your name.  All of these types of gifts are received as “offerings.”     
  
To date:  

110 households of Good Shepherd have made financial commitments  
to the ministries of Good Shepherd totaling:                                   $345,544 
(18 households filled out forms this year for the first time) 
  

100 households have not given us an estimate although, based on prior giving patterns,  
           we anticipate:                                        $138,016  
Estimated loose offerings of cash and change are projected at                                    $9,300

  
Gifts from Recovery Groups                      $5,100 
                  Sub-total offerings:         $497,960 
 
          11% growth Needed to Balance the Budget            $51,906 
           
           Total Budget Proposed:     $549,866 

  
At the Congregational meeting in July where we voted to call Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy, the Call Team and the 
Governing Board said that our giving would need to increase by about 16% to take on the additional staffing.  
We voted nearly unanimously to make that a reality.  Now as we plan for 2017, the Governing Board has 
trimmed that increase to 11% at about $51,906 (a 16% increase would have added yet another $25,000 to 
the budget bottom line.)  The Governing Board is asking our congregation to prayerfully consider making a 
pledge for 2017 or amending your existing pledge to reflect the 11% increase.  

Gathering the Pieces 
Our Proposed Ministry Plan Budget for 2017  |  $549,866 
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MONEY GOING OUT - Expenses 
  
Social Ministry:  Good Shepherd loves being able to help other people in need.  We help support three local 
ministries including the Good Shepherd Clothes Closet, Catholic Community Services and the Fernley Lu-
theran congregation.   We support three ministries globally:  our companion parish in Rwanda, Habitat for Hu-
manity and Bread for the World.   Good Shepherd also has 2nd Mile offerings each month.  Throughout the 
year, as needs arise, we will occasionally have special appeals for a particular cause like Disaster Relief.  We 
try to be generous in this “over and above” giving. We plan to maintain giving 8% of our offerings for the Sier-
ra Pacific Synod and church-wide ELCA.      

                                     Social Ministry    $40,228 

 
Worship:  We pride ourselves that we excel in traditional worship as well as blended and contemporary wor-
ship. For new Christians, worship can be an entry point for “meeting God.”   Our Worship space sets the 
mood each season with flowers, banners, and candles. Liturgical art is carefully placed to enhance the expe-
rience of worshiping God.  We enjoy fine music by a variety of friends and members of Good Shepherd.  

       Worship  $6,100 

  
Faith Formation:  Good Shepherd places a strong emphasis on the faith formation of children, youth and 
adults. About 50+ hours of weekly staff time is dedicated to teaching, enriching children and mentoring and 
training leaders.  Kids’ Community, Confirmation, and Sr. High Youth Group each have opportunities for spe-
cial experiences that help create deeper, stronger connections to Christ and to each other.  Resources are 
provided for adult enrichment as well.     Newer programs like Family Forums, Baptismal Journey, and Jour-
ney with Christ continue to develop.                          

           Faith Formation  $7,400 

  
Programming:  (Fellowship, Stewardship, Shepherding, Evangelism)  These ministries are vitally important 
to our church, yet small in the financial impact they have on our budget.  The groups do mighty work in God’s 
name by coordinating meaningful fellowship opportunities such as OWLS, men’s and women’s ministries, 
coffee hours and events; ministering and caring for those who already are a part of our church; and a variety 
of programs that happen organically throughout the year that we have not already predicted!      

                           Programming  $2,850 

  
Operating Expenses:  This is what it takes to “run” the church.  These expenses include utilities, insurance, 
maintenance and repairs.   Also included in this total is the cost to run our office:  copiers, banking fees, post-
age, dues, and computers.     

                                                              Office        $29,050 
            Property   $60,200 

 
Staff and Benefits:  At the core of Good Shepherd is our staff of two 3/4 time pastors,  three full-time staff 
and seven part-time staff.   Staff salaries and benefits (insurance, pension, continuing education, and busi-
ness expenses) make up approximately 73% of the total budget. The Personnel Team recommends a 2% 
cost of living increase be given this year. The pastors' compensation was also calculated using the ELCA 
Synod Guidelines and their increase will take place when they have complete one year (September).  Cost of 
insurance has increased by about 7%.  Some staffing was adjusted for this year to assist in balancing the 
budget.  Some positions will be amended and open positions will not be considered for replacement until July 
of 2017.    Current staffing reflected in this budget is two 3/4 time pastors, full-time Director of Worship, full-
time Director of Faith Formation, full-time Office Coordinator, three worship/music staff,  and four part-time 
staff (10 hours or less)                  

          Salary and Benefits   $403,487 

  

2017 Total Expenses Projected                               $549,866 
 

Detailed copies of the 2017 Budget are available in the Welcoming Space. 
The Governing Board presents a cautiously optimistic balanced budget of $549,866 for 2017. 
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2nd Mile Giving—Sunday, February 19 
Benefits AMMPARO 

 
Every month on the third Sunday we take a special  offer-
ing called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over and above 
the regular offerings received.  Each month we focus on a 
different ministry in our Synod.  

 

The February 19 offering will be distributed as follows:  

  1/3  to AMMPARO (see page 2) 

  1/3  to serve poor people locally (Project Lazarus)   

  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide  
 (ELCA Hunger Appeal)   

Next VOICE Deadline 
Would you like to submit an article, essay, 
poem, picture, save the date, event, or sto-
ry for the March Voice?  Send your items 
by February 16 to Maribeth Doerr at     
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.   

Communicating Your Ministry 
 

 

If you are a Ministry Team leader, it’s important to keep 
the congregation aware of the activities of your team.  
Here are the means and deadlines that you need to 
know to “get the word out.” 
 
Sunday Bulletin:  What’s Happening 
Announcements need to be submitted by 9am Wednes-
day morning for Sunday publication. 
 
Church Newsletter:  Shepherd’s Voice 
Deadlines vary for the Voice so check with the office for 
deadlines.  The deadline for the March Voice is February 
16 
 
Friday Email Blast:   
Announcements for the Friday blast need to be submit-
ted by Thursday afternoon. 
 
Send all items to Maribeth Doerr, Shepherd’s Voice edi-
tor at maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or call 329-0696.   

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good Shepherd 

Office Coordinator Maribeth Doerr is a No-
tary Public.  If you need documents nota-
rized, call the office to schedule an appoint-
ment with Maribeth.  She’ll be happy to 
notarize your documents free (with proper 
identification of course!).       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 26, 1pm 

at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Luther-
an churches who bring food once a month to working-
poor families.  They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries 
each month.  Bag assembly is at 1pm, January 22, at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

 

Our shopping list for January: 

 Cold cereal (We need 41 boxes.) 

 Canned fruit (We need 41 cans.) 

 Chicken noodle soup (We need 41 cans.) 

 Tuna (We need 41 cans.) 

 Shampoo (We need as many as possible.) 
 

Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940 
if you can assist. 

Coffee Hour Hostess Need for the  

2nd Sunday of each Month!    
If you can help, talk with Deanna or Gale Lundquist  

  

Late shift duties  10:15am-12:30: 

 Re-stock goodies as needed  

 Clean up and move  creamers, 
etc. to refrigerator 

 Load and run the dishwasher 

 Empty the coffee pots and water 

 Lock Shepherd Hall and set alarm 

2017 Governing Board 
 

 Ron Lembke, President 

       ronlembke@gmail.com 
 

 Lou Mendes, Treasurer 

       lounkaren@aol.com 
 

 Lori Bigham, Secretary 

       lbigham@bighamconsulting.com 
 

 Nicole Guyette, Member at Large 

       guyetten@gmail.com 
 

 Denise Kolton, Member at Large 

       bdKolton@gmail.com 
 

 Mel Cone, Member at Large 

       melcone@melcone.com  
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Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have 
color photos in our publications 
and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do 
NOT want your photo included in 
any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let 
them know.  Otherwise, you may 
see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, 
and people new to the faith. 

 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus,  
have doubts, or do not believe. 

 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome 
by the church.   

 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability 
and challenge, sexual orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that 

we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender persons to participate 
in the life of the congregation. 

 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers. 
This is a place where you are welcome to celebrate and grieve, 

to rejoice and recover.   

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 

This is a place where lives are made new. 

 

Come and see! 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Where to Park 

 
 

On Sundays and Weekdays after 5pm: 

 Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church) 
 including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior spots 

 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney) 

 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot) 

 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building) 

 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services) 

 Parking lot between 522 & 530 California 
 

On-the-street parking any day: 

 California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St. 

 Ridge St. EAST of Clay St. 
 

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on: 

 Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St. 

Church Office Hours  
The church office (Ministry Center) 
is located next to the church at 357 
Clay Street.  Office hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9am to 5pm 
and Friday, 9am to 4pm.   

775-329-0696 
Fax:  775-329-0703 

Email:  
staff@goodshepherdreno.org 

GoodShepherdReno.org 

PASTORS 
 
 

Pr. J. Erik Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

Co-Lead Pastor 
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

Maribeth Doerr 
Pastoral Care Assistant 

maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

Shaun O’Reilly 
Director 

shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Rhea Agpaoa 

Student Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Andrea Lenz 

Organist 
 

Jennie Tibben 
Choir Director 

 
Iris Maytan 

Organist Emeritus 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Marijo Rosevear 

Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller 

Events Coordinator 
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